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The Anatomy of a Cover 
by Charles J. LaBlonde  CPhH, FRPSL 

On the neighborhood cocktail circuit, when the conversation reaches a low point, the subject of 

hobbies might arise to fill the void.  Someone will ask me what I do for fun and I am forced to admit to 

being a stamp collector.  This response always elicits a comment and a question.  The comment generally 

goes like this: “My grandfather had a stamp collection that is still in the attic; I would like to know if it 

is very valuable.”  The question will be: “Do you have many stamps and where are they from.?”  When I 

say that I actually have no stamps, only envelopes, eyebrows rise and one final question follows: “Why?” 

That is a fair question that may be worth some discussion.  I like covers because I am learning to 

read them.  Each one tells a story; sometimes detective work may even be required.  Together, let’s “read” 

a very interesting WW II Swiss cover. 

A letter starts out somewhere, ours in the small town of Mendrisio Borgo, Canton of Ticino, on 

20 October 1944.  The destination of the letter is Cordoba, Republic of Argentina,   (continued on page 4) 
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NOJEX: Exhibits, Jury, 

Airport Transportation  
by Bruce Marsden 

The NOJEX stamp show committee invites 

all AHPS members to display exhibits.  The show 

prospectus and entry form are available at the 

NOJEX website, www.nojex.org/Prospectus.pdf.  

For any member who would prefer a paper pro-

spectus, I will be happy to send you one.  Just send 

me a note, call, or email – my contact information 

is on page 14 – and I will drop it in the mail to you 

right away. 

The exhibition judging team for our con-

vention’s NOJEX show has been announced.  Our 

own Robert G.  Zeigler will be the Jury Chairman.  

Other judges include Kenneth R. Nilsestuen, Ken-

neth P. Martin, Jeffrey N. Shapiro, and Ed Kroft 

joined by Apprentice Judge Alejandro Grossman 

Epper.  Thanks to each of them for donating their 

weekend for our benefit! 

For those of you planning to fly to attend 

our 2015 convention in Secaucus, New Jersey next 

May 29-31 there are four ways to conveniently get 

from Newark Liberty Airport (code EWR) to the 

NOJEX stamp show hotel, the Clarion Hotel Em-

pire Meadowlands Hotel, approximately 13 miles 

from the airport. 

Free parking at the hotel makes car rental 

a practical possibility and many rental car compa-

nies have on-airport rental centers accessed by the 

AirTrain from each of the terminals. 

Official Newark or Elizabeth taxis are 

available outside baggage claim for a fixed fare to 

Secaucus of approximately $50 plus tip. 

Uber drivers also pick up at Newark Air-

port and the current Uber-X estimated fare is $19-

26.  To use Uber, you will need to have the Uber 

app installed on your smart phone.  I have used 

Uber drivers from the airport several times suc-

cessfully. 

The Secaucus Junction train station is also 

served by at least hourly New Jersey Transit 

trains from the Newark Airport train station ac-

cessed by the AirTrain system.  The New Jersey 

Transit train fare is $12.25 and senior citizen dis-

counts may be available for those over 62.  From 

the Secaucus Junction train station, a taxi or Uber 

driver can take you to the hotel.  The Uber-X esti-

mated fare is currently $7-10 but is subject to pos-

sible surge pricing premiums.  Regular Secaucus 

taxi fares are reported to be higher. 

I am looking forward to greeting all of our 

attendees at the show; please let me know your 

plans. 

In the next issue of Tell, I will have infor-

mation about our AHPS Convention events includ-

ing group dinners, meetings, and a swap session. 

 

 

Sales Circuit Notes 
by Emil Tobler 

AHPS sales circuits have a substantial 

number of willing buyers.  But not enough materi-

al to sell.  We have an urgent need for more sales 

books. 

If you have Swiss duplicates or a part of 

your collection in which you have lost interest, do 

something for yourself and your society –make up 

a sales book or two!  Sales from the circuits are 

typically quite respectable.  The low commission 

rate of only 12% , the nominal cost of sales books 

and return postage for circulated books are your 

only expenses. 

For more information on getting started as 

a seller in circuit sales, contact Emil Tobler at 401-

377-2238 or at swissboy@verizon.net (include your 

home phone number). 

New buyers are always welcome.  Contact 

as noted above for information.  

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

mailto:SWISSBOY@VERIZON.NET%28INCLUDE
mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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Why You Should Bid in 

AHPS Auctions! 
by Gerry Diamond 

Here are several reasons why members 

should bid in the AHPS auctions.  Let me count 

the ways: 

First – There is no buyer’s commission.  

The high bidder only pays the amount that he won 

the lot for.  Most auction houses charge the win-

ning bidder 15-20% added to the lot price. 

Second – There are no ridiculous postage 

and handling costs.  Most winning bidders receive 

their lots via first class mail and are only charged 

that rate.   A few who have made large dollar pur-

chases will be sent their lots by certified mail.  

Bulk items such as books, catalogs or large cover 

lots will be sent using the media mail rate. 

Third – Many of the early issues are 

expertised.  Those that are not expertised are gen-

erally submitted by members with a very good 

knowledge of this material.  If I have a question 

about any items, I send them to one of our senior 

members for their opinion.  (continued on page 11) 

 

Conclusions from the 

Survey “Nachrichten 

von der Task Force”, 
published in SBZ 9/2013 

by Florian Domenjoz  

This report was published in the Schweizer 
Briefmarken Zeitung, April 2014, and is published 
here with the gracious permission of the SBZ.  We 
thought you might be interested in how our Swiss 
elder brother society copes with trends and events.  
The translation was by Heinrich Heissinger. 

 In SBZ No. 9 of 2013 we asked members to 

use a questionnaire to indicate how satisfied they 

are with the performance of the VSPhV (Union of 

Swiss Philatelic Associations).  Participation was 

relatively low.  However, the comments and sug-

gestions received proved to be a valuable source of 

ideas, which we will most certainly consider.  

 Foremost we realized that our contact with 

associations (i. e. stamp clubs) needs to be im-

proved and deepened, enabling them to pass on our 

regular information to their members.  We recog-

nized an informational gap, as it appears our 

communications do not always reach our members.  

Many members do not know what VSPhV actually 

concerns itself with, other than its involvement in 

stamp exhibitions.  It appears other subjects are 

rarely discussed in the club meetings.  Here we 

need efforts by the club presidents to facilitate 

communications between us and the members on a 

regular basis.  We would like to remind the presi-

dents that editorial part of the SBZ is available for 

such communications. 

 We already sent three informational mem-

os to the presidents.  We will continue to do so, 

sending three to four memos per year.  The 

planned 2014 conference of presidents will give us 

the opportunity to present the projects in detail, 

and to discuss wishes and needs of philatelic clubs 

or their members.  

 The VSPhV website added two new parts: 

Communications from the Central Executive 

Committee and New Column.  These already pro-

vide the opportunity to get information on a regu-

lar basis.  Since early 2013 this website has been 

updated on a regular basis.  A few months from 

now there will be significant improvements in how 

information is presented.  These changes will 

make it easier for the user to find what he is inter-

ested in.  

 The most active support for the Association 

comes from about 300 to 400 members, collectors 

who participate in exhibitions.  Our survey showed 

that the vast majority of our members do not par-

ticipate in competitive exhibitions.  These mem-

bers feel somewhat neglected by the Association. 

However, 80% indicate they visit philatelic exhibi-

tions on a fairly regular basis.  

 Our improvements to the content of the 

website, and a regular flow of information in the 

SBZ (the official voice of our Association) will allow 

us to offer the services members are expecting.  We 

also considered members which do not exhibit, but 

rather look at collecting as a hobby for their spare 

time, or as a fun activity.  These services should 

help the stamp clubs to        (continued on page 15)  
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The Anatomy of a Cover 
by Charles J. LaBlonde  CPhH, FRPSL 

(continued from page 1)  South America.  The sender (or his post office) has attached 1.80 Swiss Francs 

postage to the letter.   Each letter departing Switzerland needed 30 centimes basic postage.  Air  mail 

service required a surcharge, at the time 150 centimes per 5 grams for Argentina.  So our letter is correctly 

paid. 

The next chapter of  the story is to determine how the letter left Switzerland?  The Swiss desig-

nated certain locations where all outbound mail was collected, processed and bagged for travel  In late 

1944 this location was the Basel 2 post office. 

But wait!  What of the black ink markings on the upper left front of the letter?  These markings 

indicate a very well-informed mailer who knew that the letter weighed about 5 grams, and wrote “5 gr” 

in black ink.  The sender also knew that under normal conditions the letter would have gone via 

Spain/Portugal to meet the transatlantic Pan Am flights to the Americas.  But in late October 1944 

normal conditions no longer prevailed and the only way the letter could be routed was through Sweden 

and Great Britain.  Only upon special request of the sender could a letter be sent via this route; our in-

formed sender wrote on the letter “Via Sverige!” 

To confirm that a piece of mail was correctly franked, processed and routed, Switzerland used 

throughout the war a two-part rubber stamp that we see twice on our letter.  One impression of the trans-

it marking was applied upside down by the postal clerk, thus s/he marked the letter again.  We see from 

the rubber stamp that the letter officially weighed only 4 grams and was indeed processed by the Basel 2 

office. 

Note the two purple lines under the black “Via Sverige.”  These lines were added by the processor 

at Basel 2 to confirm that the Sweden routing designated by the sender was indeed allowable.  But to 

reach Sweden the letter passed through Germany, where the German censors had a good look at it. By 

holding a flashlight inside of the cover one can see where the Nazis slit it open on the reverse side and re-

sealed it with the usual Berlin brown tape, Code “b” for Berlin. German censors also chemically examined 

the outside of the envelope very heavily front and reverse. As the war went badly for Germany the use of 

censorship chemicals on mail increased dramatically. 

But the letter tells us even more about its stay in Germany.  For much of the war, German censor-

ship was carried out by the Wehrmacht (the German Army).  Late in 1944 Hitler, in an attempt to tight-

en up the censorship system, assigned censor duties to the fearsome SS.  The red SS markings, tying the 

brown tape to the cover read, “Zensurstelle Geprüft.”  This particular SS marking was in use from 

September 1944 to March 1945 and is quite scarce.  The pencil markings on the front left side, top and 

bottom, are the notes of the German censors on the cover.  They show a three page letter enclosed.  The 
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black 68 on the front is a German file number.  We believe that every letter censored in Berlin was rec-

orded in a numerical file. 

Finally the letter flew to Malmo, Sweden, courtesy of Lufthansa.  From Sweden the journey con-

tinued to Great Britain via the BOAC link from Stockholm to RAF Leuchars in Scotland, then by 

rail to meet Great Britain Censor Number 3320 who was working in Liverpool at this time and who 

opened the left side of the letter.  It is not possible to date exactly the transit of the letter through GB, but 

during the week ending 4 November 1944 there were three flights from Sweden to GB.  Was the letter on 

one of these flights?  No way to tell. 

The GB censor 3520 closed the letter with the Standard GB Form P.C. 90 that was in use 

throughout the Empire for most of the war.  This one is interesting because it shows the printer’ s mark 

lower left 51--851--W.H.H. Ltd.  To date the full list of printers has not been found in the GB WW II 

Archives.  Several collectors are studying these numbers at present. 

The letter left Britain via Pan Am and landed in San Juan, Puerto Rico, where the US 

Censor Number 64120 had a look at it by opening the right side of the letter.  There is no way to establish 

the date of this event. 

The letter transferred to the Pan Am South American route for the final leg of its journey.  On 

the reverse is a  Buenos Aires arrival marking that is, sadly, unreadable.  There is also a large 21 in a 

black circle that is, as yet, unexplained.  Finally, on the reverse, we see two impressions of the number 

1008 in black and in red what appears to be 907.  Such numbers appear on the back of most WW II mail 

arriving in Argentina but they are, as yet, unexplained.  Argentine collectors report no known WW II 

censorship.  So there is still more to be discovered. 

This single cover is one of the best I have ever seen in terms of presenting so many different postal 

history aspects of Swiss WW II mail. 

Enjoy reading your covers! 

 

A New Location for the 

Historical Archive and 

the PTT Library 
This translation and summary of articles in the 
Schweizer Briefmarken Zeiting (SBZ) in January to 
March 2014 was done by Heinrich Heissinger and is 
published here with the gracious permission of the SBZ. 

 The Museum of Communication is located 

in Berne.  “PTT Historical Archives and PTT Li-

brary” are part of the museum’s collections.  The 

relocation of postal headquarters, planned for 

2015, necessitated a new home for PTT historical 

archives and PTT library.  In May of 2013 the in-

ventory was moved to a new location:  Sägestrasse 

77 in CH 3098 Köniz.  

 Archives and library are an extensive col-

lection of documents showing administrative rec-

ords of Postal and Telegraph Administrations, 

covering 1849 to 1997.  They also include postal 

documents from Cantonal times, 1708 to 1847/48.  

In 2013 the Archive was staffed with two full-time 

and 60 part-time employees, plus four to six tem-

porary independent contractors.  

 The move to a new location was used to 

check the inventory of documents, and to profes-

sionally clean, store and preserve them.  This was 

not an easy task, considering the 7,655 yards of 

shelf space. The physical move was done over sev-

en weeks, using 12,000 boxes on 800 pallets. 

 The main subject matters are: postal doc-

uments, telegraphy, telephone, telecommunica-

tions, traffic and new media.  

 Historical archive and library are open for 

research questions by collectors.  One can find a 

link to the available support in the German lan-

guage website www.mfk.ch/bibliothek.html.  A 

search for documents can be initiated by phone, 

email or letter.  There is also an online search en-

gine:  http://pttarchv.mfk.ch/suchinfo.aspx.  Infor-

mation and instructions how to use this search 

engine can be found in German or English lan-

guage.  Not all documents are listed online as of 

today.  Work is ongoing to include all documents. 

 Translator's Remark:  the majority of the 

documents were written in German, but many oth-

ers were written in French or Italian.  Basic 

knowledge of at least the German language is nec-

essary to utilize this source. 
 

http://www.mfk.ch/bibliothek.html
http://pttarchv.mfk.ch/suchinfo.aspx
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall CPhH 

This year’s Pro Juventute stamps illustrate various 

children’s traditions from cookie making and story reading 

to one unfamiliar to most Americans – Räbeliechtliumzug.  

To most Americans the scene on the 85c + 40c value of the 

set (Figure 1) looks like a parade of jack-o-lanterns for 

Hallowe’en – but it’s not!  Instead it is a Räbeliechtliumzug 

and those are not pumpkins but turnips and beets. 

As explained in the latest Swiss Post “Focus on 

Stamps”,  

The tradition of the artistically carved 

turnips and beets that are lit from inside 

(“Räben” and “Runkeln”) is borrowed from the 

old Celtic custom of keeping or driving away evil 

spirits on dark late-autumn nights and especial-

ly during the winter solstice.  The roots of the 

turnip lantern processions, now held on St Martin’s Day in mid-November in various Swiss mu-

nicipalities, are said to lie in Richterswil on Lake Zurich where in 1850 the farmers’ wives used 

turnip lanterns to light their way through the darkness from Richterswilerberg to the autumn 

thanksgiving service in the village church.  Apparently, a teacher had the idea of organizing a 

lantern procession for the village schoolchildren in 1884.  Today, the custom has become a popu-

lar festival that is celebrated not only beyond the region but throughout the country. 

I would wager a bet that our carved pumpkins have the same Celtic origins and certainly pumpkins 

grow bigger than turnips and beets so they’re easier to carve.  The series of childhood traditions will con-

tinue next year.  I wonder if we will learn of another uniquely Swiss tradition? 

 

It was the end of a year and the calendar of post office closings is full.  Here’s the list of casualties: 

1.  On October 10, 2014, the post office at 5624 Bünzen (canton Aargau) was closed.  

[assumed by 5623 Boswil] 

2.  On October 11, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 

3638 Blumenstein (canton Bern) [assumed by 3665 Wattenwil  

[K-cancel K 909 was last used on that date] 

1090 La Croix (Lutry) (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1095 Lutry] 

3.  On October 17, 2014, the post office at 6438 Ibach (canton Schwyz) was closed  

[assumed by 6430 Schwyz] 

4.  On October 24, 2014, the post office at 7744 Campocologno (canton Graubünden) was closed  

[assumed by 7743 Brusio] 

5. On October 31, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 

3633 Amsoldingen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3600 Thun]  

[K-cancel K 686 was last used on that date, after 36 years of use] 

1292 Chambésy (canton Genève) [assumed by 1218 Le Grand-Saconnex] 

6196 Marbach (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6182 Escholzmatt]  

  [K-cancel K 928 was last used on that date] 

1969 St-Martin (canton Valais) [assumed by 1983 Evolène]  

  [K-cancel K 581z was last used on that date] 

6947 Vaglio (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6950 Tesserete] 

5.  On November 4, 2014, the post office at 7083 Lantsch/Lenz (canton Graubünden) was closed  

[assumed by 7078 Lenzerheide/Lai] 
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6.  On November 6, 2014, the post office at 6264 

Pfaffnau (canton Luzern) was closed  

     [assumed by 6260 Reiden] [K-cancel K 

     1558 was last used on that date] 

7.  On November 8, 2014, the following post offices 

were closed: 

 8422 Pfungen (canton Zürich) [assumed by 

      8413 Neftenbach] [K-cancel K 1396 was  

      last used on that date] (canton Ticino)  

      [assumed by 6595 Riazzino] 

8.  On November 14, 2015, the post office at 1802 

Corseaux (canton Vaud) was closed[assumed  

      by 1800 Vevey] [K-cancel K 503 was last  

      used on that date after 45 years of use] 

9.  On November 15, 2014, the post office at 5426 

Lengnau (canton Aargau) was closed 

      [assumed by 5420 Ehrendingen] [K-cancel 

      K 1052 was last used on that date] 

10.  On November 19, 2014, the post office at 8588 

Zihlschlacht (canton Thurgau) was closed  

      [assumed by 8580 Amriswil] 

11.  On November 25, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 

9012 St. Gallen 12 Riethüsli (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9001 St. Gallen] 

3095 Spiegel bei Bern (canton Bern) [assumed by 3098 Köniz]  

  [K-cancel K 1337 was last used on that date] 

12.  On November 29, 2014, the post office at 8726 Ricken (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

[assumed by 8730 Uznach] [K-cancel K 1356 was last used on that date] 

13.  On December 5, 2014, the post office at 8065 Zürich 65 TMC (canton Zürich) was closed  

[assumed by 8152 Glattbrugg] 

14.  On December 8, 2014, for a change, a new post office was opened at 8152 Glattpark (Opfikon) (canton  

 Zürich) [evidently a replacement for the Zürich 65 post office which was closed on the 5th] 

 

That brings to a close the post office changes for 2014.  What does 2015 have in store? 

If any of my readers have a topic they’d like me to cover, I’m always open to ideas.  Have a happy 

and prosperous New Year! 

 

What Is Gutta-Percha? 
by John Barrett 

If you are a student of the Swiss “Strubel” 

issues, you probably already know!?  For all others, 

this is the natural latex-rubber product derived 

from the Malaysian tree (genera ‘Payena’, family 

‘Sapodilla’), specifically Palaquium oblongifolia 

(earlier P. gutta). When heated, it becomes very 

pliable.  It found immediate uses in the 19th centu-

ry as molds in dentistry, underwater electrical in-

sulation, golfballs!, chewing gum, and in embossed 

postage stamp and envelope printing.   

The Munich-prepared/supplied initial 

Strubel printings (first delivery was in Oct., 1852), 

used gutta-percha (French: ‘caoutchouc’) as the 

‘counter-plates’. Great Britain already had good 

experience in the technique, with the 1847-52  

eight-sided ‘Queen heads.’  The counter-plates 

were first heated, then pressed into the lower 

printing plate at great pressure, and allowed to 

cool, thus forming a distinctive embossing-bed for 

placing of the pre-dampened  printing paper.  

The early Munich and early Bern printings 

yielded the best embossing, but as stamp demand 

increased, gutta-percha was replaced with sealing 

wax (virtually no embossing) in the last two Bern 

printings. This is also a great way to help identify 

the printings.   (Continued on page 15) 
 

BUYING / SELLING 
QUALITY U.S. AND 

WORLD COINS 
Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

Appraisal and Purchase of Coin 
Collections and Estates 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)331-1739; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 
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AHPS AUCTION NUMBER 160 
 The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (S) as appro-

priate.  Values are from the 2012 Zumstein.   Airmail covers are listed and valued per the 2000 

Schweizerisches Luftpost-Handbuch where appropriate.  Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate 

CHF 1 = US$ 1.00.  Although the Swiss Franc is a little higher than the U.S. Dollar it makes pricing a lot 

easier.  Most lots are illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots 

are illustrated here on page 11 to whet your appetite. 

Closing date for bids in this auction is February 25, 2015.  Please send bids to auction manager 

Gerry Diamond by one of the following means;    

 Email:  gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

 Mail: 60 Silver Birch Lane, Pearl River, N.Y. 10965-1233.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be 

acknowledged.  Please contact me for the deadline for submitting lots for the next auction.   

Regards………..Gerry  

 

Lot # Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

The philatelic literature lots in this section were donated by the family 

of the late Howard A. Bauman.  The proceeds will benefit the AHPS. 

Just to get the bidding underway, all of these items will start with nom-

inal bids. Media mail will be used to reduce postage costs. All of the 

hard cover books are in excellent like new condition.  Several of the 

catalogs have some notations in the margins.       

1 Schweizer Briefmarken (volumes 1 & 2) by Hertsch and Wirth 

(1973) 104 + 93 pages in German.  Large books, profusely illus-

trated in color. 

  $5.00 

2 Karl Bickel by Schunck & Diggelmann. (Buchs Druck und 

Verlag, 1986) 114 pages in German.  Large book, profusely il-

lustrated in color.  Autographed by Bickel.      

  $5.00 

3 USA-Switzerland.  Review of Trade, Industry + Culture. 

1947. 82 pages, large size.  In English. 

 $2.00 

4 Schweiz New Klassierung der “Strubel” Ausgaben Sitzende 

Helvetia ungezahnt 1854-1862 (with English supplement.)  65 

pages, in German.   

 $2.00 

5 100 years of  Schweizerische Postmarken 1843-1943.  Swiss 

PTT.  61 pages, in German 

 $2.00 

6 Swiss UPU 1900 (reprint 1976)  In German  $2.00 

7 The forged stamps of all countries. (London)  240 pages in Eng-

lish. Nice section on Switzerland. Soft cover 

 $2.00 

8 Zumstein Spezial Katalog Schweiz Liechtenstein (1978 & 

1982 editions) 

 $2.00 

9 Fundamentals of Philately (by Williams) unabridged edition 

Forth printing, APS 1971, 629 pages in English 

 $5.00 

10 The Amateur Collector-Switzerland catalog.  Katcher, 1984 & 

1985 supplement 

 $1.00 

11 Muller Katalog Schweiz/Liechtenstein 1965  $1.00 

12 NABA Zuri 1984 exhibition catalog.  310 pages  $1.00 

13 Ersttag und Spezialkatalog: Schweiz-Liechtenstein-UNO. 1984.  

213 pages. 

 $2.00 

14 Switzerland 1850-1958, Marian Carne Zinsmeister.  80 pages, 

in English. 

 $1.00 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/
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15 SBZ: Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (12 issues 1962-64, & 2 

issues of 1984.  

 $1.00 

16 Tell – “Voice of the AHPS”  (1965-1985, 1987-1988) plus 

The Cumulative index of Tell and Forerunners 1938-85. 

1 carton. 

 $2.00 

17 Helvetia Philatelic Society  (UK )  Newsletter (1965-1988) 

1 carton. 

 $2.00 

18 Ortsverzeichnis (List of Post Offices) 1985  $1.00 

Postage Stamps  - Strubels.  These are priced at Catalog value.  Any 

premiums for Condition etc. should be considered when you bid. 

19 Z 15 11a, S 7a.  5 Rp. Rayon 1, Type 22.  VF 4 margin copy on 

small piece.  Signed by Moser & accompanied with his  

certificate.   

$500.00 $250.00 

20 Z 22A, S 15,  5 Rp. Red brown with full grill cancel.  4 frame 

lines touching in places.  Rellstab certificate accompanies. 

$200.00 $60.00 

21 Z 22G, S 36.  5 Rp. Brown.  VF 3 margin copy with 13 Aug. 

Cancel. 

$30.00 $5.00 

22 Z 23B, S 21.  10 Rp. Blue.  Nice used copy with grill cancel. 

3 frame lines, just in at right. 

$30.00 $12.00 

23 Z 23C, S 27.  10 Rp. Blue.  3 frame lines, in at Rt.  Central 

Fribourg full date cancel.  Signed Rellstab.  

$65.00 $25.00 

24 Z 24A, S 17.  15 Rp. Rose.  3 frame lines, in at top.  Central 

grill cancel.  Signed Abt. 

$220.00 $60.00 

25 Z 24A, S 17.  15 p. Rose with grill cancel.  3 full margins, in at 

bottom.  Pinhole thin. 

$220.00 $15.00 

26 Z 24B, S 22.  15 Rp. Rose.  3 frame lines, in at Rt.  Full light 

central grill cancel.  Signed Rellstab. 

$140.00 $42.00 

27 Z 25G, S 39.  20 Rp. Orange.  4 frame lines, close at left.  

Genève 13 Aug 61 central cancel 

$95.00 $20.00 

28 Z 26A, S 19.  40 Rp. Yellow green.  3 frame lines with grill and 

N.Y. arrival cancel. 

$380.00 $50.00 

29 Z 26A, S 19.  40 Rp. Green . VF 4 frame lines. Blue grill cxl $380.00 $50.00 

30 Z 26G, S 40.  40 Rp. Yellow green.  4 frame lines, close at left.  

Luzern central city & date cancel. 

$120.00 $25.00 

31 Z 27D, S 31.  1 Fr. Lavender.  3 ½full frame lines, just in at LR.  

Central city & full date cancel.  Signed Abt. 

$1,300. $300.00 

32 Z 33, S 46.  30c Vermillion VF used with central cancel $60.00 $15.00 

33 Z 34, S 47.  40c Green Sitting Helvetia.  VF copy on small piece 

with perfect St. Gallen bulls eye cancel. 

$80.00 $25.00 

34 Z 71D, S87a.  1 Fr. Lilac Standing Helvetia.  Fine, LH 60.00   $20.00 

35 Z 140-141, S 140. 143.  60c Brown orange VLH & 80c Gray 

NH Helvetia with sword.  Both have VF centering. 

$60.00 $15.00 

36 73 RUTLI  Essays.  All different colors or papers.  Prepared 

By the Lausanne Philatelic Society. 

 $350.00 

Flight Covers – Regular and Special 

37 SLH HT 209b.  Gordon Bennett official balloon card with 

3 X 09 Zurich cancel  VF 

$160.00    $40.00 

38 SLH SF 24.1.  Flugtag Grenchen, 13 4 24, VF cover  

with vignette and franked with F5.  

$40.00 $15.00 

39 SLH 24.4.a.  Intl. Flugmeeting Lausanne.  29 5.24.  VF cover 

franked with F12.  

$100.00 $20.00 

40 SLH SF 24.2.  Flugtag Laufen 4.5.24 without vignette  

on special card franked with F5 & 10c Bust of Tell. 

$40.00 $10.00 

41 SLH SF 24.5.a.  Romanshorn flight 9.6.24 on card  

with vignette. VF franked with F5 & 10c Bust of Tell   

$60.00 $15.00 
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42 SLH SF 24.8.a.  Flugtag Lausanne Comptoir Suisse, Blue  

cancel on large registered envelope. Franked with F3 , F5, F10 

and 3 Bust of Tell values.   

$250.00 $50.00 

43 SLH SF 25.2.a.  Flugpost Basel-Zürich 10 V 25.  VF on 1920 

Bundesfeier card uprated with F5 

$55.00 $12.00 

         44 SLH SF 26.6.a.  Flugmeeting Leysin.  Nice cover without  

vignette and franked with F3 & 10c Tell Boy. 

$30.00 $10.00 

45 SLH SF 26.7.c.  1926 1. Schweizer Afrikaflug 28 X1 26. 

Zürich to Alexandria, franked with F4, F6 & F10. VF. 

$125.00 $25.00 

46 SLH RF 29.1.d.  Genève to Clermont Ferrand 4.5.29 VF card. 

Franked with F4 on uprated 20c postcard. 144 flown. 

$400.00 $85.00 

47 SLH SF 33.9.a  Flugschiff D.O.X. Passau-Schweiz 5.9.33 

Addressed to Switzerland, German franking, VF. 

$120.00 $40.00 

48 SLH 39.3.a.  Intl. Ballonwettfahrt 14.5.39.  4 stamps neatly 

arranged with central PTT cancel 

$25.00 6.00 

49 SLH 46.9.a.  Kopenhagen to Zürich.  VF flight cover nicely 

franked.  No backstamp  100 flown 

$90.00 $25.00 

50 SLH SF 48.6.b.  New York to Zürich Jul 11 1948.  Franked 

with 15c air.  Signed by pilot.  50 Flown 

$300.00 $75.00 

51 SLH SF 57.3.a.  Zürich to Tokio 1.4.57.  VF cachet cover 

Franked with 4 1956 Pro Juv high values. 

$30.00 $8.00 

52 24 different Pestalozzi Balloon covers 1966\\1990.  All are VF, 

most with elaborate franking. 

 $25.00 

Souvenir Sheets 

53 Z WI 83I & 84I, S B89.  1937 Pro Juv.  5 mint NH S\S $50.00  $15.00 

54 Z WI 98I & 99I.  S B116.  1941 Pro Juv S\S mint, VF, NH $130.00 $42.00 

55 ZWIII 32, S B206.  1951 Luzern Exhib. S\S, used, VF with 

Show cancel. 

$270.00 $60.00 

56 Z T 01.  1952 Telegraph S\S, VF unused. $120.00 $35.00 

57 Z WIII 38, S 371a.  1959 NABAG S\S.  5 mint, NH copies $60.00 $18.00 

58 Z WIII 40, S 428.  1963 Red X S\S.   5 mint NH copies  $40.00 $12.00 

59 Z WIII 43, S B344.  1965 NABRA S\S.  10 mint, NH copies $30.00 $8.00 

60 Z WIII 45, S 530.  1971 Basel Expo S\S.  30 used copies in en-

velope with show cancels. 

$90.00 $10.00 

61 Z WIII 50, S 585.  1974 INTERNABA S\S.  6 Mint NH $24.00 $10.00 

62 Z WIII 59, S 656.  1978 LEMANEX S\S.  6 Mint, NH $36.00 $12.00 

63 Z WIII 59, S 656.  Same as above, 5 Used with FD cancel  $30.00 $7.50 

64 Z WIII 64, S 749.  1984 NABA S\S.  5 Used with FD cancel $20.00 $5.00 

65 Z 757, S 816a.  1987 Tourist S\S.  5 Used with FD cancel. $30.00 $7.50 

66 Z F049, S B541.  1988 Pro Aero sheet of 8.  6 Used copies 

with FD cancel 

$154.00 $15.00 

Misc. Stamps and covers 

67  1893 Jubilee Unaddressed postcard with Zurich 25 VI 93 first 

day cancel. 

$25.00      $10.00 

68 Same as above, VF registered Jubilee card with 30 X11 93 

Basel cancel & uprated with 10c Red Cross & Numeral. 

$17.50 $7.00 

           

69 

 Z 381-84, S 406-9.  1961 Evangelists on 4 VF cachet un-

addressed first day covers. 

$260.00 $75.00 

70 Z 349-50, S 376-77.  1959 Montreux Conf. overprints, Mint, 

VF, NH 

$30.00 $12.00 

71 Z 524X.  1984 definitive on untagged paper variety. Used, VF, 

lightly cancelled. 

$45.00 $12.00 
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72 13 unaddressed cachet first day covers of 1978 LEMANEX 

S\S.  All different strips of 2 + 3 plus blocks of 4.  Also, 2 used 

sheets and 1 on FD cover 

 $10.00 

73 Over 60 maximum cards 1973-87.  Most in  complete sets, sem-

is and regular issues.  All are VF. 

 $25.00 

74 WI/2  1953 Pro Juv Booklet, VF with Gray Green cover $240.00 $48.00 

75 W1/3  1954 Pro Juv Booklet.  VF $110.00  $27.50 

76 WI/4  1955 Pro Juv Booklet, VF $75.00 $22.50 

League of Nations – Service Issues 

77 Z D III 36-41,  S 3031-37.  1932 SDN overprinted peace issue.  

VF, used with SDN corner cancels  

$140.00 $35.00 

78 Z D IV 84-94,  S 3083-93.  1950 Technik BIT overprint set, VF, 

Mint, Hinged. 

$70.00 $20.00 

79 Z D VII 1-20,  S 701-20.  1950 European UNO complete set, 

VF, Mint, VLH. 

$325.00        $75.00  

80 Z D VIII 1-8, S 601-8.  Intl. Refugee set, Mint, VF, hinged $97.50 $22.50 

 

Images of Selected Lots 

 

Why You Should Bid in AHPS Auctions! 
(continued from page 3)  This ensures that the 

material that you bid on will be of the highest 

quality and accurately described. 

Fourth – Any lot that is sold will realize a 

15% commission from the seller.  The proceeds will 

go directly to the AHPS.  Thus, any lot purchased 

benefits the Society. 

Finally – Our members have submitted 

the most interesting material and the buyers have 

been consistently pleased with their purchases.
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The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 
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What Is Gutta-Percha? 
 (Continued from page 7)   Gutta-percha 

was a strategic material in World Wars I and II.  

The development of synthetic rubber during World 

War II mostly replaced the use of gutta-percha.  

This dealer card of 1942 is a reminder of the im-

portance of the material over most of a century. 

 

Survey Conclusions 
(continued from page 3)  improve their activities, 

which could result in finding new members.  

 Often we receive various comments or per-

sonal requests concerning the SBZ.  They were 

routed to the editor-in-chief to be addressed.  One 

such request for an article concerning Quick-Mail 

Stamps has already been addressed by an article 

in the December issue of the SBZ.  Some French or 

Italian speaking members asked if it would be pos-

sible to have the SBZ issued in these languages 

also.  This would be cost-prohibitive.  Who would 

pay for a subscription three to four times as expen-

sive as it is today?  We are looking into a proposal 

of having summary translations of all articles pub-

lished in the German language.  

 A member from the Eastern part of Swit-

zerland asked if the SBZ could be franked with 

postage stamps, and if the post offices could cancel 

them with nice postmarks.  This proposal is totally 

unrealistic. 

 Many answers to our survey pointed to the 

fact that philatelic items offered in Internet auc-

tions are frequently fakes.  This caused us to con-

tact the three best known Swiss Internet auction 

houses (Ricardo, Delcampe and eBay).  

 Delcampe and Ricardo agreed to cooperate 

with us, so all questionable lots could be removed 

from their auctions.  We now have a direct contact 

with the security personnel of these two web sites. 

This allows us to pass on doubts quickly (falsifica-

tions, fake certificates, copies, manipulated co-

vers).  We advise you go to our website and to take 

advantage of this service.  This allows us to have a 

united front against our hobby’s gravediggers.  

 Many comments, concerning activities like 

helping a new collector with his collection, requests 

to provide philatelic literature, to organize events, 

to swap stamps, and so on, should really be part of 

the work and activities of the local stamp clubs. 

Same is true in the quest to recruit new members. 

The responsibility belongs to the local stamp clubs, 

and will be influenced by their financial situation. 

Frames for exhibitions, brochures, roll-up easels 

and free copies of the SBZ are available at present 

and can be requested from the Association’s Secre-

tary.  

 A major advertising effort is planned for 

shopping centers.  The entire project is featured in 

the Association’s website, see ,Aktuell 

/Mitteilungen des Zentralvorstandes’ (‘Current Af-

fairs/Communications from the Central Executive 

Committee’). 

 This article is the end of our analysis of our 

member’s wish-list.  Any new idea, or any need of a 

stamp club, can be submitted to the Association’s 

Secretary at any time.  
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